
important factor working against success is
delay in resorting to surgery. Each practi-
tioner has his own criteria for deciding when
to do surgery but in many cases the decision is
made too late because of difficulties asso-
ciated with equine surgery. On that basis, I
would suggest that practitioners take a firmer
stand against aspects of management which
we recognize as problems.

Horses should never be fed on the ground.
Nets and overhead slatted bunkers are little
improvement if there are no troughs below to
catch the smaller particles of hay that fall. A
majority of that fallen material is leafy and
palatable, and the horse is encouraged to
spend idle hours collecting this material from
the ground. It is during these after-feeding
times that many horses ingest much of the
sand and dirt which collects in the large colon.
If this feeding practice continues long enough,
impactions will occur. Clients who are made

aware of this problem should also realize that
it will take a very long time for dirt and sand
to be eliminated from the gastrointestinal
tract once they are there.
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BOOK REVIEW

Anatomv of the Domestic Birds. R. Nickel,
A. Schummer and E. Seiferle. Translated
by W.G. Siller and P.A.L. Wight. Pub-
lished by Springer Verlag, New York. 1977.
202 pages. Price $42.30

This book should prove to be one of the
most comprehensive on the market for avian
anatomy. It is a relatively small volume,
having only 163 pages of text and illustra-
tion, but no words are wasted and it contains
a great deal of information in readable form.
Although some translations bear the print of
their foreign origin this has been done
skillfully and there are no awkward phrases or
clumsy sentences that remind you of that fact.
It reads smoothly.
When a book is limited to the description of

three or four species, to be dealt with on a
comparative basis, it is easy to fall into the
trap of making monotonous lists and the
authors have avoided this successfully too.
Although it is volume V in the series of
anatomy texts, it will be valuable inde-
pendently.
The translators preface has an apologetic

tone regarding their persistence in the use of
Latin terminology, however, this is unneces-
sary, since Latin continues to be the inter-
national language of anatomists and whether
or not it is "in vogue" is irrelevant.

The book is organized according to body
systems and well laid out. The index is good,
so that even if you are not reading the book
from beginning to end it can be used as a
reference without waste of time. Illustrations
are plentiful and uniformly excellent. Many
are black and white, shaded in grey. These are
clear and of sufficient size to be labelled so
that they are clearly legible. The quality of the
coloured plates is extremely good and they
have been used to best advantage. Some
regions, such as air sacs, are potentially
difficult to illustrate and yet they have been
very well presented. The number of the figure
follows the description of that part in the text.
Where applicable, the specific letter on a
particular diagram is mentioned, which saves
the reader from reading through the entire list
of labelled structures. The use of italic print
also makes it easier to pick terms out of the
text, as it is utilized for Latin and English
terminology. There is an extensive bibliog-
raphy.
As with the other books in this series, the

paper is glossy and although of excellent
quality, is subject to water damage if used in
the laboratory. The covers and binding have
been well made. Altogether, it is an excellent
book, well produced, rather expensive and
containing a wealth of information on the
anatomy of several birds. V.S. de Kleer.
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